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CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is December 
5th, 2001. The time is 4:17 p.m. I am 
Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety 
Battalion, FDNY. I'm conducting an 
interview with Firefighter Owen Carlock, 
Ladder 122, detailed on the day of the 
incident to Engine 220. This is in 
reference to the events that occurred on 
September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Owen, if you would, just tell us in 
your own words exactly what happened that day. 

A. We took the Brooklyn Bridge, which was 
closed. We had trouble getting there from here 
with all the traffic. We took the Brooklyn 
Bridge, which was emptied at Chambers Street, a 
lot of traffic, obviously, in Manhattan. 

We went to West Street, turned left on 

West. We picked up a straggler, John Jermyn, 
from the -- he used to be here in 122. He works 
in the Fire Department Museum. We picked him up 
and drove around to -- as near as I can figure 
out, I think it was between Murray and Barclay 
Street, where we left the rig on the southbound 


lanes. 
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We walked down the southbound lanes to 
I guess it was the command post. Captain Grabher 
went over there, and they told him to go to the 
south tower. So he said he wasn't going to take 
Liberty because of the jumpers. 

So we went to some building on the 
corner of Albany and West Street that's under 
construction. It's being renovated. We went 
that way. We took Albany past Washington, and 
then we were on our way to Greenwich? No, it was 
at Washington when the tower came down on us. 
Somebody yelled "Oh, shit, here it comes." It 
was coming towards us. 

So we dove behind the Deutsche Bank, 
and the five of us -- three went back, four went 
ahead, the seven of us. Four of us laid behind 
that building, waiting. We thought we were going 
to die. 

After that we tried to take a window in 
the back of the bank. We did take a window, but 
behind it was a steel wall, corrugated tin or 
whatever. We couldn't get into the window. 

They followed me. I had the light. 


They followed me, and we went into Deutsche Bank 
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into the side entrance, got our wits about us, 
and we went across the street to get Eddie and 
George and Mike Schroeck. 

Then we were going to make our way back 
to the command center when the north tower came 
down. We ducked into some hotel. I don't know 
what hotel it was. It was on West Street south 
of Albany. 

After that came down and the stuff 
cleared, the officer said, "Listen, we're not 
going to go back to that area. We're going to 
come around, because we don't know what else is 
going to come down, what else could come tumbling 
down." 

So we went over to the water, and from 
there we helped Marine 6 put it into -- I think 
it was Captain Fuentes. They dug him out. He 
was banged up pretty good. We helped put him on 
the boat. 

At that time Captain Grabher told Eddie 
Plunkett and myself, "Go find a rig and back it 
up to the fire boat, Marine 9, which is already 
there." He said, "We're going to at least get 


water as best as we can to the towers." 
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Eddie and I found I don't know whose 
rig it was. We backed it up to the fire hose, 
took the three and a half off of there and went 
as far as we could. Then another rig came, and 
they stretched their three and a half off the rig 
we were on, and then they left. 

I went back to find Captain Grabher, 
Mike Schroeck, George and Dean. They were 
nowhere to be found. Later on I found out they 
were on the ninth floor of one of the apartment 
buildings on the west side of West Street, 
fighting the fire on the ninth floor. That's why 
I couldn't find them. I had no radio. I had no 
clue where they were. 

So I hooked up after a while with Chief 
Congiusta of 48. He and I went down with a 
couple other guys from 240 into the parking lot 
of the Vista to look for 6 Truck, which was 
missing at the time. We were standing there and 
waited for him to come out, and he never came 
out. He took an underground passageway and came 
out on Barclay Street. 

After that I hooked up with four guys, 


recall guys. I hooked up with 220 and stayed the 
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rest of the night until 11:30 and went to the 
hospital. I had my eyes cleaned out. 

As far as the companies, somebody said 
205 was right in front of us, and I don't 
remember seeing them. That's the best I can tell 
you where we were, where everybody is, that's 
what we did the day of the attack. 

CHIEF BURNS: That concludes our 


interview. The time is 4:22 p.m. 


